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Dec-Jan. "87 1828—1829. 

the Athenaeum about the north basement room ; the Athe- 
naeum relinquishing it, on a reduction of $75 on their rent ; 
" making their rent from the first of the present month 
$475." 

Library donations from four persons. For the Cabinet, 
"several specimens of the siliceous deposits from the great 
spring of Geyser, in Iceland," from Mr. Pedersen. 

1828. Dec. 19. (Present, 16. Du Ponceau in the Chair.) 
Committee on Graberg's paper reported, with a resolution, 

which was adopted : 

"Besoked, That the Secretary address a letter of thanks in the usual 
form to Mr. Graberg de Hemso, for the copy which he has been pleased 
to send to the Society of his interesting communicatian to the Journal 
Asiatique of Paris, on the Arabic dialect spoken & written by the Moors 
of Africa." 

Library donations from Adelung and three other persons. 

For the Cabinet, a donation [not described] from Mrs. 
Griffiths, of New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Poinsett's MSS. : " A letter from Mr. Poinsett was read re- 
specting some manuscripts, which he had collected, relating 
to early journeys made through portions of Mexico, & to 
certain antiquities. These MSS. the writer expressed his 
intention to deposite [sic'] in the Society's cabinet." 

" On the effect of cultivation on Climate," by Mr. Nichols, 
was read. 

Adelung's request for a copy of the Transactions [N. S.] 
American Philosophical Society was granted. 

The Seal used by the Secretaries being reported by Mr. Kane 
as lost, DuPonceau, Vaughan and Kane were appointed a 
Committee " to determine a suitable device for a new seal to 
be engraved without delay." 

1829. Jan'y 2. (Present, 9. Strickland in the Chair ; 
Lukens, Harlan, Vaughan, Meigs, Wetherill, Mitchell, 
Mease, Morton.) 



January. UOO X829. 

ELECTION OP OFFICERS. 

President — DuPonceau. 

Vice-Presidents — Collins, Patterson, Chapman. 
Secretaries — Ord, Bache, C. C. Biddle, Kane. 
Councillors for three years — Hare, Rawle, Hopkinson, Hem- 
bell. 

Curators — Mease, Wetherill, Griffith. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Mr. Vaughan reported that the old seal of the Society was 
found. The Committee for providing a new seal was con- 
tinued. 

Library donations from M. Quadrada and M. De Moleon, 
of Paris, a letter from the latter of whom was referred to 
the President. 

Mr. Lukens presented "a fragment of a bell fused by 
lightning." 

1829. Jan'y 16. (DuPonceau in the Chair; Vaughan, 
Griffith, "Wetherill, Lukens, Moore, Pedersen, Chapman, E". 
Biddle, Short, Lea, Pickering, Harris, Hare, Lorick, 
Morton, Coates, Meigs, Morgan, Kane, Adrain, Nicolls, 
Strickland, Hembel, Mitchell, Harlan, Mease, Hopkinson, 
Bache.) 

(1768.) A memoir on the revenues of the country, by the 
late Charles Thompson [sic], A copy of this old document 
was laid before the Society by the President. It had been 
submitted in 1768 to the American Society for Promoting 
Useful Knowledge, as an exposition of his views on the 
subject of enlarging the operations of the Society. 

" On equinoctial gales," by Mr. Nicolls (not intended for 
publication), was read. 

Standing Committees appointed : 
Building: Strickland, Vaughan, Kane. 
Finance : C. C. Biddle, Vaux, Moore. 
Publication : Bache, Lea, Griffiths. 



Feb.— March. «0» 1829. 

Appropriations for 1829: Building Committee, $150; 
periodicals, $200 ; binding, $75 ; current expenses, $150. 

Librarian elected : Vaughan. 

New members elected: Tbomas Biddle, Esq., of Philadel- 
phia; Rev. Wm. H. Delancey, of Philadelphia; Hans 
Christian Oersted, of Copenhagen ; Baron Hyde de Neuf- 
ville, of France; Prof. Carls Christian Rafn, of Copenha- 
gen ; Henry Wheaton, Esq., of New York, Charge d'Aff. at 
Copenhagen. 

1829. FeVy 6. (Present, 16. Duponceau in the Chair.) 
Library donations from M. Pereira, Dr. Tyarks, of Lon- 
don ; Motley, of Boston ; Stephen Duncan, of Philadel- 
phia ; Cabinet donations from M. Pedersen and Isaac Lea. 

New members' letters of acknowledgment : Ticknor, Ren- 
wick, Pereira and Delancey. The Geographical Society of 
Paris, acknowledged, " donations from this institution." 

" On the imperfections and variance of the common ther- 
mometers," by Mr. Nicolls was read by Dr. Bache. At the 
request of M. Nichols, no order was taken on that paper. 

The death of General George Izard was announced, and 
Judge Hopkinson was appointed to prepare an obituary ad- 
dress. 

The Icelandic Society's letter requesting the gift of dupli- 
cate books in the Library was read. 

1829. FeVy 20. (Present, 4. Duponceau in the Chair; 
Vaughan, Wetherill, Pickering.) 

A bust of John Quincy Adams was received from Dr. J. 
K. Mitchell. 

Ordered that a copy of the new Transactions be presented 
to the Royal Northern Antiquarian Society of Copenhagen. 

1829. March 6. (Present, 19. Duponceau in the Chair.) 

Library donations from two persons and three societies. 
A bust of LaFayette was received from Dr. Chapman. 



March-April. o90 a8 2». 

" Conchological remarks on Lamarck's family of the 
Naiades," by Philip H. Nicklin, was read by Mr. Lea. Re- 
ferred to Griffith, Pickering, Collins. 

" On the genus TJnio," by Mr. Lea ; read, and referred to 
Griffiths, Pickering, Collins. 

An anonymous paper on Orthoepy criticising the Walker 
system, was read, but not intended for publication. 

The Society of Sciences and Arts of Batavia acknowl- 
edged donation. 

Ordered that $27.12 being interest accrued during 1828 
on a reserved fund of $603, and interest accruing hereafter, 
shall till otherwise ordered be placed at the disposal of 
the Publication Committee, &c. 

1829. March 20. (Present, 16. Patterson in the Chair ; 
Pickering, and others.) 

Library donations from four sources. 

A paper by John Dawson, late of Sedberg, England, was 
read and referred to N ulty, Adrian, Nichols. 

" On the construction of eclipses of the sun," by Mr. 
Gummere, was read by Dr. Bache and referred to Adrian, 
Nulty, Moore. 

" Meteorological observations made by Dr. Hodge, Phila- 
delphia, in Feb. 1829," was read and ordered to be placed 
among the archives. 

" Additional note to Dr. Harlan's paper on the poison of 
the rattlesnake" (See Transactions American Philosophi- 
cal Society, 3d Vol. N. S.), was referred to Pickering, Coates, 
Griffiths. 

Acknowledgments from three foreign societies. 

The Keith Biennial Medal of the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh : Letter from the Society's Secretary calling attention 
to it, was referred to Vaughan, Bache, Kane, with power to 
take order. 

1829. April 3. (Present, 17. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 
Committee on Harlan's paper reported it for publication. 



April. 591 1829. 

Committee on Nicklin's paper reported it for publica- 
tion. 

Donations from Von Hammer, Audubon, and W. H. Fur- 
ness. 

" Description of a new species of Astacus," by Dr. Har- 
lan, was read and referred to Pickering, Coates, Griffiths. 

Notice of an anatomical peculiarity observed in the struc- 
ture of the Condor of the Andes," by Dr. Harlan, was read 
and referred to same Committee. 

Mr. Nicholls's proposition that a table of meteorological 
and thermometrical observations should be kept by the Li- 
brarian, was referred to Nicholls, Hembell, Morton. Later 
in the evening the Committee reported a resolution, which 
was adopted : 

" Resolved, That immediate measures be taken to procure from London 
a barometer, thermometer, and hygrometer of the best construction," by 
the same Committee. 

J. P. Espy's request to borrow the Society's achromatic 
telescope was referred to Lukens, Bache, Kane. 

A letter from the Royal Librarian of the Netherlands, 
respecting the receipt and envoy of donations in exchange. 

1829. April 17. (Present, 30 members: DuPonceau, 
Vaughan, Lea, Reed, General Swift, Strickland, Bache, 
Vaux, T. Biddle, Lukens, Horner, Judge Smith, Griffith, 
Nicholls, Colonel Biddle, "Ware, Harlan, Wetherill, Moore, 
Rawle, Mease, Kane, Morton, Pedersen, Harris, Chapman, 
Mitchell, Hopkinson, Coates, Hare.) 

Committee on Lea's paper reported it for publication. 
Accepted. 

Committee on Dawson's paper (March 20) reported against 
its publication. 

Library donations from nine persons and one society, re- 
ceived. 

Sam. Hazard's request for permission to publish in Regis- 
ter of Pennsylvania, edited by him, extracts from certain 



May. "92 182 9. 

manuscripts relating to the early history of Pennsylvania 
and the other States .... was referred to the Board of 
Officers. 

Mr. Lea finished the reading of his paper of March 6. 

" A journal of the weather kept by Dr. Hodge at Phila- 
delphia for Jan. Feb. March, 1829," was read by Mr. 
Nicholls, and deposited in the archives. 

The deaths of Edward Holyoke and Timothy Matlack, 
were announced, and Mr. Kane was appointed to . prepare 
obituary notices of the deceased. 

New members elected : Alex. Dallas Bache, of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; Philip H. Nicklin, of Philadel- 
phia ; James Kent, L.L.D., of New York ; Josiah Quincy, 
of Harvard University ; Washington Irving ; Joseph Roberts, 
of Philadelphia. 

1829. May 1. (Present, 14. DuPonceau ; A. D. Bache, 
Dr. Bache, &c.) 

Committee on Lea's paper reported it for publication. 

Committee on the purchase of instruments reported that 
the situation of the Hall was not favorable to the proposed 
observations, and recommended that the Committee be dis- 
charged, and the Librarian instructed to purchase Haward's 
Meteorology, and Gay-Lussac's Lessons de Physique. Ac- 
cepted. 

Library : Donations from the Royal Society, Edinburgh, 
and three persons. 

" On the solar system," by Mr. Nichols ; first part read. 

The Franklin Institute's request for information and 
other aid " in certain experiments which they are about to 
institute respecting the action of water as a mechanical force 
and the best mode of applying it," was referred to Nulty, 
Bache (A.D.), and Lukens. 

1829. May 15. (Present, 14. DuPonceau ; Roberts, Sey- 
bert, Nicklin, and A. D. Bache, and others.) 

Board of Officers and Committee on Franklin Institute 
request, report progress. 



June. 
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Donations for the Cabinet from Jon. Fell and' J. Pierie. 

" On the solar system ;" reading concluded ; referred to 
Dr. Bache, Mr. Roberts, and Prof. Bache. 

Letter from Michaux ; Librarian instructed to continue 
the Society's subscription toFerussac's Bulletin des Sciences, 
another year. 

1829. June 19. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Board of Officers reported in favor of granting Mr. Haz- 
ard's request of April 17. It was so ordered " under the 
supervision of the President of the Society." 

Franklin Institute request Committee reported progress. 

Library donations from ten sources. 

Fossils from the deep cut of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Canal were received for the Cabinet from Hugh Lee, Assist- 
ant Engineer. 

A tropical seed, found on the coast of Ireland, from Mr. 
Pedersen. 

M. Morandini, of Pisa, by letter, announced the publica- 
tion of a translation of the Historical Transactions in the 
Italian language. 

The death of John E. Hall was announced by the Presi- 
dent. 

The death of M. Francis de Borja Garcao, at Lisbon, 
March 6, was announced by letter from Mr. Daubas. 

" On the originating causes of the American revolution," 
and "On the orthography and orthoepy of the english 
language," two papers by Mr. Nicholl's, were read by the 
Secretary. 

" On certain improvements in domestic economy," by Dr. 
M. Crevelli, was communicated by the Librarian. 

M. Hyde de .Neufville acknowledged the honor of elec- 
tion. 

u The President was requested to communicate to M. 
Daubas the expression of the sympathy of the Society in his 
feelings on the occasion of the death of M. Stockier." 

PBOC. AMER. PHILOS. SOC. I. XXXViii. FEINTED SEPTEMBER 23, 1884. 



July— August. 0»4 1S29. 

The President was requested to prepare an introduction 
to the forthcoming volume of the Transactions. 

Dr. Mease was permitted to copy for publication in an Eng- 
lish journal, Mr. Poinsett's account of the cypress tree near 
Oaxaca. (See minutes of June 1st and November 2, 1827.) 



1829. July 17. (Present, 28. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Bache, Hembel, Griffith, Pickering, Harlan, Meigs, Roberts, 
Coates, Haines, Nulty, Short, Banker, Hopkinson, Mease, 
Vaughan, Rawle, T. Biddle, Pedersen, Chapman, Lukens, 
Gilpin, Prof. Bache, Nichols, Horner, Adrian, Kane.) 

Library donations from seven sources. 

A collection of fossils earths, and minerals from the deep 
cut of the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal from Daniel Liv- 
ermore and And. A. Dexter, Engineers, for the Cabinet, 
"with a memoir and profile of the geological strata de- 
veloped in the progress of the work." 

Resolutions passed by the Franklin Institute on the sub- 
ject of the removal of Dr. T. P. James from the Patent 
Office and a memorial for his restoration were presented for 
the concurrence of the Society, and laid on the table for the 
present. After the election it was 

"Besoked, That the Secretary be instructed to inform the F. I. that it 
is not in their view proper for this Society to express an opinion on the 
subject . .'. ." 

Election of new members : Prof. R. K. Rask, of Copen- 
hagen ; Jos. Nich. Ben. V. Abramson, of Copenhagen ; Geo. 
B. Wood, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

1829. Aug. 21. (DuPonceau; Nicholls, Mease, Eberle, 
LaRoche, Wood, Vaughan, Griffith, Morton, Pickering, 
Ware, Short, Moore, Conrad, Kane.) 

Library donations from fifteen sources. 
Dexter's Memoir and geological section of the C. & D. 
Canal were referred to Morton, Pickering, Wetherill. 



September. 595 1829. 

Letters of acknowledgment from foreign societies, and a 
letter from W. Vaughan, announcing donations, were read. 

" Observations and experiments at Sandy Spring to deter- 
mine the mean temperature of the air and water" by ¥m. 
Darby, of Maryland, were referred to Adrain, Roberts, 
Hembel. 

The death of M. Thorembert, at Lyons, was announced 
by the President, who assumed the duty of preparing an 
obituary notice. 

On the course of mathematics prepared for Harvard Uni- 
versity by Mr. Nichols, was read by the Secretary. 

1829. Sept. 18. (Present, 24. DuPonceau ; Cloud, Tidy- 
man, Ware, Lorich, F. Bache, A. D. Bache, Rawle, and 
others.) 

Donations from six sources. 

Committee on Gummere's paper reported for its publica- 
tion; adopted. 

Mr. Tanner's request that his new Map of the United 
States and the accompanying memoir should be examined, 
was read and referred to Ware, Kane, Vaux. 

The volume and letter sent by the Societe de la morale 
Chretienne, proposing certain questions respecting Prisons, 
were referred to Vaux, F. Bache, Kane. 

A letter from Mr. Ord, in Paris, announced a donation of 
books from Mr. Jas. Brown. Mr. Ord was authorized to 
purchase Vols. XIII, XIV, XV, of Shaw's Zoology. Mr. 
Shaw presenting the remaining volumes. 

" A memoir of [sic] magnetism " was submitted and refer- 
red to Adrain, F. Bache, Hare. 

Committees on papers : " The following motion, submitted 
by Mr. Nicholls, was laid on the table for consideration at 
the next meeting : All committees to whom papers are re- 
ferred shall present a written report on them to the Society 
before the fourth stated meeting in winter, and the second 
in summer, after the papers have been read to the Society ; 



October. OVO 1829. 

and committees which do not report within the time pre- 
scribed shall be discharged." 



1829. Oct. 2. (Present, 20. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Library donations from four persons. For the Cabinet, a 
specimen of relingsphalt [sw] from the deep cut (Del. & C. 
Canal), presented by A. A. Dexter, and other minerals by F. 
Leoming. 

Berber Language: Four letters written on the Barbary 
language, with several papers, comprising a Grammar and 
specimens of the language, received from Mr. Wm. B. 
Hodgson, of Algiers, were referred to Lorich, DuPonceau, 
Eawle. 

Dr. Hare's request to borrow the large lens was granted. 

Josiah Quincy returned thanks for membership. 

Nicholls's resolution was again postponed. 



1829. Oct 16. (Present, 37. DuPonceau; Vaughan, 
Lukens, Wood, A. D. Bache, Conrad, Roberts, Lea, Banck- 
er, Nichols, Harlan, Dr. Otto, Short, La Roche, C. Biddle, 
Meigs, Coates, Moore, Pollock, Nicklin, Horner, Harris, 
Mitchell, Mcllvaine, Chapman, Kane, Hopkinson, Vaux, 
Pickering, Hare, Collins, Morton, T. Biddle, Livingstone, 
Hembel, F. Bache, Sergeant.) 

Library donations from six sources. 

A committee was appointed to enquire into the practica- 
bility and expediency of making arrangements for the better 
accommodation of the Society : Hopkinson, Chapman, 
Strickland. 

New members elected : The Chevalier Charles Pougens, 
Paris; Don Franciscade Paula Quadrado, Madrid; M. Jom- 
ard, Paris ; Henry S. Tanner, of Philadelphia ; Daniel B. 
Smith, of Philadelphia ; Dr. Thomas Horsfield, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 



Nov.-Dee. OXH 1829. 

1829. Nov. 6. (Present, 22. Chapman in the Chair.) 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting reported a 
plan which was submitted to the inspection of the members. 
Mr. Kane's resolution that the report be accepted, the plan 
adopted, and the committee authorized to carry it into, ef- 
fect, was laid on the table for the present. 

Donations reported from four sources, with a letter from 
Mr. J. Davis, one of the donors. 

M. Quadrado, Mr. D. B. Smith, and Mr. Tanner sent 
their written thanks for election to membership. 

The committee on Hodgson's papers having reported fa- 
vorably, they were ordered for insertion in the Transactions 
after revision and arrangement bv the President. 

Mr. Kane's resolution was now taken up and adopted. 

1829. Nov. 20. (Present, 15. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from Berzelius, and seven other sources. 
A minera logical specimen from Wm. Boyd, for the Cab- 
inet. 
A letter from Mr. Harris accompanied his donation. 



1829. Dec. 4. (Present, 17. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

No offers for the Magellanic premium were reported. 

Donations were received from Fischer de Waldheim and 
seven others. 

" Description of a fragment of the head of a new fossil 
animal discovered in a marl pit near Moorestown," by Dr. 
Isaac Hays, was referred to Lea, Collins, Griffiths. 

" A plain, concise and general method of resolving all nu- 
merical problems, in which proportion is concerned," by Mr. 
Nicholls, was referred to Adrain, A. D. Bache, Bancker. 

Some Barometrical Observations were described by Mr. 
Bancker. His barometer, four weeks ago, stood at 30.85 
inches. The same usual height was observed at Boston. 
To-day it stood at more than 31 inches. 



Dec— Jan. 030 1829—1830. 

1829. Dec. 18. (Mr. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from Mount St. Mary's College ; N". Bowditch ; 
D. Meigs. 

On the means of distending caoutchouc bags so as to form 
sheet caoutchouc, by Dr. Mitchell ; read and referred to F. 
Bache, Seybert, and A. D. Bache. 

On vegetables from which cordage is made, by Dr. Mease. 

Magnetic Variation : 

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire into the 
expediency of obtaining from the public surveyors of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, the results of observations -which they may have made upon the 
variation of the magnetic needle (by a report from them of such results 
to the Society), and to report. A. D. Bache, Collins, Adrain. 

1830. [Five pages are here left blank, evidently for the 
minutes of the annual election and of the stated meeting of 
January 1st.] 

1830. Jan'y 15. (Present, 25. Duponceau in the Chair ; 
Chapman, Hopkinson, Vaughan, Griffith, Meigs, Lorich, A. 
D. Bache, Morton, Wetherill, Lukens, Pedersen, Pickering, 
Haines, Featherstonehaugh, Mease, Quadrado, Nicklin, 
Short, Nickols, Lea, Mitchell, Collins, Kane, Horner.) 

Committee on Hays's paper (Saurodon) reported for its 
publication. 

Committee on Godman's paper reported it for publica- 
tion ; both adopted. 

Donations from five persons and a journal. 

Abrahamson acknowledged by letter the honor of election, 
" announcing a donation of the different works of which he 
is the author, or which have been published under his care." 

"Certain electrical experiments and investigations," by 
Mr. Edward Clibborn,in a letter to Mr. Vaughan, were read 
and laid on the table. 

Librarian chosen for the year, John Vaughan. 

Standing Committees chosen for the year: Hall, Strick- 
land, Vaughan, Kane. 



